
Samson’s 

Oldest Living Citizen 

Mr. Orlyster M. Jones 

____________________________ 

Born in 1907, Mr. Orlyster M. Jones “Jack” as he 

is known in Samson, has lived in Geneva County 

all his life. He was born one of seven children. 

He has only one living sibling, Mr. Loftin Jones 

of Ocean Springs Mississippi.  Mr. Jack grew up 

as a farm boy near Bellwood, Alabama. Mr. Jack 

has always worked hard in his life and held 

many jobs. His career was in construction as a 

heavy equipment operator. During his first job, 

he worked with his brother to maintain the road between Samson and Kinston, long before the 

days of paving. He helped build levies in Geneva and Elba after the historic flood of 1929.  

Mr. Jack recalls the flood of 1929 as being a real bad event to many of Samson people and the 

surrounding towns. He recalls how bad the dirt roads were to have to travel upon. He and his 

brother were responsible for helping to rebuild the roads in the Samson area. It was during this 

time that he met Elizabeth Cooper, a young girl from Samson who would become his wife and 

begin a life with him in the small town.   

Before her death, Elizabeth and Jack were married almost 68 years and raised three children. 

“Daddy Jack” is the proud grandfather of 7 Grandchildren, and 12 Great-Grandchildren. He has 

always attended the First Baptist Church of Samson. He and his wife raised their three children 

to also be active in the church. Mr. Jack Jones is a lifetime honorary deacon of the First Baptist 

Church of Samson.  

Mr. Jack Jones served two – four year terms as a member of the Samson City Council. He was 

always active in the lives of his children especially their years attending Samson High School. 

Mr. Jack also served on the Geneva County Board of Education. He has been recognized with 

resolutions by The State of Alabama, The President of the United States and NBC News for the 

contributions he has made in his community during his long life!  In February 2015 he will 

celebrate his 108th birthday with his family and friends from his hometown, State of Alabama 

and the nation. 


